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TWO  WINNERS 

(Above):  Nurses  on  F-12  show  how  they  hung 
stars  from  the  ceiling  throughout  the  pavilion. 
Left  to  right  are  Rosemary  Pettengill,  Hulda 
Buegel,  Gertie  Bain,  Hettie  Daum,  and  Claire 
Meyerowiti.  (Left):  The  cheerful  welcoming 
doorway  to  G-2.  More  pictures  of  winning 
decorations  inside. 


65  UNITS  COMPETE 

IN  CHRISTMAS  CONTEST 


ALL 


"The  thrill  is  over  but  the  mem- 
ory lingers  on"  .  .  .  the  sentiments 
of  everyone  at  NYH  about  the 
Christmas  decorating  contest, 
whether  as  participant  or  "rubber- 
neck," seem  to  echo  the  words  of 
that  song. 

Sixty-five  units  within  the  Hos- 
pital, 36  nursing  and  29  non-nursing, 
or  eight  more  than  the  previous  year, 
participated  in  the  contest.  The 
judges  had  such  a  difficult  time  in 
selecting  winners,  particularly  in 
the  Main  Building  with  its  large 
number  of  nursing  unit  entries, 
that  they  decided  to  make  two  first 
place  and  two  honorable  mention 
awards  in  this  category.  As  you 
know,  first  prizes  here  went  to  G-2 
and  F-12.  First  prizes — attractive 
plant  arrangements  of  assorted 
greens — also  went  to  Elevator  #22, 
N  Bldg.;  OPD,  M  Bldg.;  6-South, 
Payne  Whitney,  and  Accounting 
Dept. ,  non-nursing  units .  The  prizes 
were  presented  by  Dr.  Pratt  on 
December  23rd,  the  day  following 
the  judging. 

The  judges,  whose  enthusiasm 
made  them  forget  their  tired  feet, 
were  Mrs.  E.  Fairar  Bateson,  presi- 
dent of  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  of 
The  Lying-in  Hospital;  Mrs.  Blake 
Leigh  Lawrence,  vice-chairman  of  the 
Social  Service  Committee  of  NYH, 
and  Mrs.  M.  E.  Schall,  Mrs.  Henry 
Herrman,  Miss  Marie  Lubinski,  and 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 
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FIRST  OF  '50 

Winner  of  the  annual  New 
Year's  Stork  Derby  at  Wo- 
man's Clinic  was  Michael  Eric 
Schwartz,  whose  arrival  on 
January  1st  was  clocked  at 
ten  seconds  after  midnight. 
Michael,  who  "weighed  in" 
at  7  lbs.,  3/^  oz.,  is  the  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leon  Schwartz 
of  Brooklyn.  Mr.  Schwartz 
is  studying  medical  illustrating 
under  Elizabeth  Broedel  at 
Woman's  Clinic. 


OUR  HOLIDAY  DECOR 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

M.rs.  Samuel  Zinman,  who  serve  in 
many  volunteer  capacities  around 
the  Hospital. 

Brief  descriptions  of  the  winning 
and  honorable  mention  decorations 
follow. 

The  Winners 

Main  Hospital — G-2 

Almost  entirely  produced  by  pa- 
tients, the  trimmings  on  this  polio 
pavilion  mirrored  bright  hope  for 
the  New  Year.  The  atmosphere  of 
good  cheer  pervading  G-2  during 
the  holiday  season  was  reflected  in 
the  decorations  on  the  pavilion 
door — the  words  "Merry  Xmas  To 
All"  emblazoned  both  inside  and 
outside  in  letters  of  cardboard 
ribbon  trimmed  with  cotton  and 
tree  ornaments.  With  each  room 
responsible  for  its  own  decorations, 
several  patients  discovered  their 
hidden  talents  as  artists  as  they 
created  window  tableaux;  they  also 


discovered  that  epsom  salts  and 
beer  mixed  together  makes  a  fine 
snowflake  effect  on  glass.  One 
patient,  a  commercial  artist  by 
profession,  executed  a  Nativity 
scene  on  the  solarium  windows  in 
luminous  paints.  Night  nurses  con- 
structed a  fireplace  in  the  solarium 
from  a  bed  table  and  pack  blankets. 
Diane  Leverman,  floor  clerk,  did  the 
windows  in  the  nurses'  station  and 
the  main  work  on  the  doors  under 
patients'  supervision. 

Main  Hospital — F-12 

"Lost  in  the  Stars"  is  the  way 
the  contest  judges  said  they  felt  as 
they  walked  down  the  long  F-12 
corridor  beneath  a  myriad  of  me- 
tallic wrapping-paper  stars  sus- 
pended from  the  ceiling  on  various 
lengths  of  string.  The  idea  for 
capturing  the  Milky  Way  on  F-12 
was  "dreamed  up"  by  head  nurse 
Claire  Meyeroivitx.-  Nurse  Patricia 
Androlewicz  made  the  star  patterns 
and  cut  them  out  and  three  other 
nurses,  Mary  Smith,  Hulda  Buegel, 
and  Gertie  Bain,  aided  by  patients, 


climbed  ladders  to  suspend  the 
stars  from  the  ceiling  with  sticky 
tape.  At  opposite  ends  of  the 
pavilion  corridor  were  tableaux  of 
the  North  and  South  Poles.  The 
former,  executed  by  Miss  Smith, 
showed  Santa  riding  across  the 
snow;  the  latter  featured  cardboard 
penguins  by  Mrs.  Hettie  Daum  and 
a  cotton  igloo  by  Mrs.  Juanita 
Suarei,  both  nurses.  Other  decora- 
tions included  a  ring  of  holly 
painted  around  the  water  fountain 
by  Gladys  Partington  of  the  nursing 
staff;  nurses'  station  trimmings  put 
up  by  Mrs.  Anna  Frampton  and  Mrs. 
Gerlean  Bennerson,  nursing  aides, 
and  pictures  of  a  snowman  and 
Santa  painted  on  the  X-ray  viewing 
box  by  Miss  Androlewicz.  Also 
assisting  were  Mrs.  Josephine  Thomas 
and  Komeo  Boyd,  both  housekeeping, 
and  Kurt  Keininghatis,  orderly. 

Pediatrics — Elevator  #22 

Words  cannot  really  describe  the 
Yuletide  decorations  with  which 
John  Crisini  outfitted  his  elevator 
this  Christmas.  If  you  didn't  take 
a  ride  with  John,  you  missed  one  of 
the  real  thrills  of  working  at  NYH 
during  the  holiday  season.  Gaily 
festooned  with  balloons,  tinsel  and 
colored  ribbons,  the  car  was 
equipped  with  a  music  box  which 
played  "Silent  Night"  and  "Jingle 
Bells,"  a  flashing  Star  of  Bethlehem 
over  the  door,  and  a  silver  New 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


decorations  in  Woman's  Clinic.    Playing  the  part  of  the  Holy  Infant  was  the  demonstration 
doll  used  in  mothers'  and  fathers'  classes. 
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MORE  WINNERS 

(Left):  "Stained    glass"    window    in  Payne 
Whitney,  6-South.    (Below):  Santa  holds  the 
"reins,"  Accounting  Department.  (Right):  John 
and  his  incomparable  elevator,  N  Building 


OUR  HOLIDAY  DECOR), 

(Cofithmed  from  Page  2) 

Year's  bell  in  the  center.  To  amuse 
his  young  riders,  John  put  whirling 
pinwheels  over  the  shaded  lights, 
hung  both  sides  of  the  car  with 
lollipops  and  candy  canes  which 
he  offered  to  the  children.  Other 
gadgets  which  delighted  both 
young  and  old  were  the  shower  of 
confetti  "snow"  from  a  cornucopia 
over  the  door,  an  angel  in  the  back 
of  the  car  which  was  raised  and 
lowered  as  the  doors  opened,  and 
the  blue  paper  ceiling  with  lumi- 
nous stars  which  glowed  when  the 
elevator  lights  were  turned  out. 
John  even  decorated  the  elevator 
markers  on  each  floor  with  a  tiny 
angel  and  a  jingling  bell  which 
was  tied  to  the  floor  indicator. 

Woman's  Clinic— OPD 

A  Christmas  card  was  the  inspira- 
tion for  the  dramatic  Nativity 
tableau  in  silhouette  which  high- 
lighted OPD  decorations.  Mary 
Jane  Galvin  of  the  nursing  staff,  who 
arranged  the  setting,  used  an  entire 
wall  of  M-0016.  Against  a  back- 
drop of  sheets  and  pillowcases  set 
over  a  bank  of  draped  file  cabinets 
and  bookcases.  Miss  Galvin  hung 
blue  tissue  paper  cutouts  of  the  Wise 
Men,  the  Three  Kings  and  the 
Madonna.  Her  manger  was  made 
of  excelsior  from  a  crate  of  melons 
delivered  to  the  Hospital,  and  the 


Holy  Infant  was  the  demonstration 
doll  used  in  mothers'  and  fathers' 
classes.  Christmas  cards  were  also 
the  inspiration  for  paintings  on 
several  windows  and  glass  office 
partitions,  including  a  series  of 
scenes  with  saucy  penguins  by  Miss 
Galvin,  some  with  words  and  music 
to  Christmas  carols  by  Anna  Banome 
and  door  murals  by  Mary  Talbot, 
both  nurses.  Others  who  helped 
included  Evelyn  Little  and  Patricia 
Stiglitx^,  nursing  staff,  along  with 
our  own  nursing  students,  Anna 
Schmiti  and  Elsie  Svendsen,  and 
three  Skidmore  student  affiliates, 
Mary  Adatns,  Barbara  Berger,  and 
Jean  Feron. 

Payne  Whitney— 6-S 

A  first  prize  winner  for  the 
second  year,  this  floor  was  deco- 
rated by  patients  with  the  aid  of 
staff.  Center  of  interest  was  a  fire- 
place in  one  of  the  lounges  with 
the  stockings  '  'hung  by  the  chimney 
with  care"  and  Santa  emerging 
from  the  top  with  a  well-filled  pack. 
The  windows  of  every  room  were 
painted,  many  of  them  with  a 
stained  glass  effect.  Wall  decora- 
tions included  cutouts  of  trees  and 
ice  skaters  in  metallic  paper  and 


cotton.  Staff  nurses  who  worked 
with  the  patients  included  Barbara 
Boyd,  Margaret  Daugherty,  Mahala 
Carter,  Eva  Cotto,  Antonia  Didio,  and 
Eleanor  Anicelli;  Mrs.  Margaret  Suth- 
erland, aide,  also  assisted. 

Accounting  Department 

Uniformity  was  the  keynote  of 
decorations  in  the  various  units  of 
the  Accounting  Department-Audit- 
ing, Payroll,  General  Accounting, 
Tabulating,  and  Patient's  Accounts. 
Women  employes  in  the  various 
offices  worked  after  hours,  even  on 
Sundays,  to  make  the  trimmings. 
Each  office  featured  wall  decora- 
tions of  red  paper  socks,  one  for 
each  employee  with  his  or  her  name 
printed  on  it,  crossed  "candy"  canes 
of  cardboard  and  red  cellophane 
tape,  and  cardboard  and  cotton 
bells,  hung  on  strings  from  the 
ceiling.  Despite  the  similarity  of 
trimmings,  there  was  individuality 
in  each  office.  The  General  Ac- 
counting office,  for  instance, 
featured  a  large  figure  of  Santa 
Claus  perched  high  on  one  wall, 
grasping  in  each  hand  streamers 
that  had  been  strung  the  length  of 
the  room.  This  office  also  featured 
cardboard  candles  with  cotton 
"wicks"on  each  windowsill,  asnow 
scene  atop  a  bank  of  file  cabinets, 
and  reindeer  cutouts  on  the  walls. 
(Continued  on  page  4) 
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Honorable  Mentions 

Main  Hospital — H-4 

H-4,  one  of  the  most  extensively 
decorated  pavilions  entered  in  the 
contest,  was  mainly  a  project  of 
patients,  under  supervision  of  Mar- 
garet Michaels,  Occupational  Thera- 
pist. Helen  Trieber  of  the  nursing 
staff  was  chairman  of  the  decorating 
committee.  Above  the  room  win- 
dows on  one  side  of  the  corridor 
were  cutouts  of  Santa,  his  sleigh 
and  nine  reindeer,  Rudolph  in  the 
lead,  heading  toward  a  fireplace. 
The  fireplace,  complete  with  card- 
board andirons,  etc.,  was  con- 
structed by  David  Reed,  orderly. 
Other  hall  decorations  included 
painted  cardboard  Christmas  balls 
which  student  nurse  Ronnie  Conway 
helped  string  up,  and  window  paint- 
ings by  Mary  Olguin,  nurse.  Among 
the  outstanding  decorations  which 
patients  made  for  their  own  rooms 
were  two  window  sill  arrangements : 
one,  a  Nativity  scene  with  figures 
made  from  old  X-ray  film  and  pipe 
cleaners,  the  other,  a  miniature 
village  with  cardboard  buildings, 
including  a  replica  of  NYH. 

Main  Hospital — G-8 

A  merry  Santa  with  a  beckoning 
finger,  painted  on  the  pavilion  door, 
invited  visitors  to  come  inside  and 
read  the  story  of  "The  Night  Before 
Christmas"  told  in  illustrations  on 
the  doors  and  windows.  The  artist, 
Louella  Swanson,  of  the  nursing  staff, 
showed  a  talented  eye  for  detail  and 
color  in  her  drawings.  Two  other 
nurses,  Alice  McGurk  and  Betsy 
Johnson,  decorated  the  solarium, 
which  featured  a  cotton  snowman 
in  a  jaunty  red  cardboard  hat,  made 
by  Mrs.  Todd  Wells,  a  volunteer. 
Hall  decorations  —  streamers  and 
light  ornaments — were  the  work  of 
Lee  Pesce,  floor  clerk;  Margaret 
Fritsch,  nursing  aide,  and  Virginia 
Sullivan  of  the  nursing  staff. 

Pediatrics — N-4 

Most  of  the  decorations  here  were 
made  by  the  children  under  the 


direction  of  Evelyn  Wolf,  Occupa- 
tional Therapist,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  Elaine  Peinitsch,  nurse. 
Among  the  many  gaily  colored 
windows  and  glass  bed  partitions 
created  by  the  youngsters  was  one 
of  the  "Three  Kings,"  done  against 
a  background  of  finger  painting. 
Solarium  decorations  included  a 
white  Christmas  tree,  cut  from  a 
processed  product  resembling  insu- 
lating material  and  trimmed  with 
papier-mache  bells  and  bows,  and 
gold  and  silver  cardboard  angels, 
all  made  by  the  children.  Red  and 
green  paper  chains  decked  the  halls. 

Woman's  Clinic — M-1 

Staff  and  student  nurses  and  happy 
mothers  pitched  in  to  decorate  this 
pavilion.  Even  the  cribs  in  the 
nursery  had  a  Yuletide  touch,  with 
name  tags  of  all  babies  born  before 
Christmas  wearing  bells  and  red 
ribbon  bows.  The  tags  were  the 
work  of  two  student  nurses,  Joan 
Riker  and  Dorothy  Braendle,  the  latter 
a  Skidmore  College  affiliate.  They 
also  did  murals  on  the  windows  and 
partitions  of  the  nursery — choir 
boys  singing  carols,  shepherds  and 
the  Wise  Men,  etc.  Hall  trimmings 
featured  streamers  of  twisted  red 
and  green  crepe  paper  from  which 
were  suspended  stars  cut  from  white 
shelfpaper.  The  walls  of  the  nurses' 
station  were  trimmed  with  card- 
board angels  and  gilt  stars. 

Payne  Whitney — 7-S 

Bells  of  various  shapes  and  sizes 
were  hung  above  the  doorways  on 
this  floor,  which  was  trimmed  by 
patients  and  nurses  with  the  help 
of  Payne  Whitney  occupational 
therapists  under  Mildred  Spargo. 
The  halls  were  plastered  with 
figures  of  snowmen  and  Santas  and 
cutouts  of  stars  and  snowflakes. 
Many  of  the  windows  were  painted 
in  stained  glass  effect.  Jean  Wiegand, 
Helen  Sims,  Carl  Janes  and  Thomas 
McKee  of  the  nursing  staff,  and  stu- 
dent nurses  Ruth  Goheen  and  Mary 
Kelly  took  an  active  part  in  giving 
this  floor  its  Christmas  fixings. 


"JAMIE  "  JORDAN  NAMED 
SPECIAL  ASSISTANT 
IN  PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

On  January  1st,  Mrs.  Helene  Jam- 
ieson  Jordan,  who  for  the  past 
several  years  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Public  Relations  Department  in 
charge  of  nursing  affairs,  became 
Special  Assistant  in  Public  Rela- 
tions (Nursing)  and  will  be  here 
henceforth  only  on  occasion. 

Mrs.  Jordan — and  we  dare  say 
Mr.  Jordan  had  a  lot  to  do  with  the 
decision — wants  more  time  in  her 
home  and  less  time  in  her  office. 
We  couldn't  let  "Jamie"  get  away 
from  us  altogether,  for  she  has  a 
very  warm  place  in  all  our  hearts. 
Her  exuberance,  her  unselfishness, 
her  ability,  and  her  never  saying 
I'm  too  busy'  have  endeared  her  to 
us — so,  if  we  have  to  let  her  go 
most  of  the  time,  we're  glad  she'll 
be  back  to  see  us  every  once  in  a 
while  when  we  especially  need  her. 

Rheta  Glueck,  who  has  so  quickly 
become  familiar  with  the  various 
duties  Mrs.  Jordan  fulfilled,  plus 
several  of  her  own  as  well,  has 
become  Assistant  in  Public  Rela- 
tions (Nursing).  Miss  Glueck  will 
also  continue  to  be  responsible  for 
The  Pulse  and  we're  looking  for- 
ward to  many  more  issues  as 
interesting  as  those  which  have 
already  been  published  under  her 
editorial  direction. 

L.  G.  Payson, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer 


Manager  of  Accounts  Office 

A  favorite  Christmas  motif: — 
Santa  with  his  pack,  his  sleigh  and 
reindeer — executed  with  minute  de- 
tail in  cardboard,  crepe  and  wrap- 
ping-paper cutouts  against  a  win- 
dow pane  was  the  main  attraction 
in  this  office.  The  creators—mem- 
bers of  the  office  staff-  made  Santa 
himself  of  flannel,  and  filled  his  pack 
with  tiny  gifts  done  up  in  various 
colored  wrappings  and  ribbons. 
Another  interesting  item  in  this 
office  was  a  table  tree  of  green- 
fringed  crepe  paper  trimmed  with 
tiny  gold  stars. 


